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E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: OEXC, UR, US 
SUBJECT: SPACE ART EXHIBIT 
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VIENNA FOR RPO 
STATE FOR CU/EE 

REF: A.MOSCOW 11200 B. MOSCOW 14425 

SUMMARY: SPACE ART EXHIBIT SHOWN THUS FAR IN MOSCOW (JULY 14- 
AUGUST 10); AT COSMONAUT HOME AND TRAINING FACILITY, NEARBY STAR 
CITY (AUGUST 21-SEPT 10); OPENED AT TBILISI'S STATE PICTURE 
GALLERY SEPT 29 UNDER SPONSPORSHIP GEORGIAN MINCULT, CLOSES THIRD 
WEEK OCTOBER; WILL OPEN IN LENINGRAD NOVEMBER 3., LOCATION 
UNDECIDED, TILL DECEMBER 1 OR PERHAPS LATER DATE. NO CURRENT 
PLANS MOVE EXHIBIT TO OTHER LOCATIONS. CENTRAL UNION OF ARTISTS 
HANDLING PROJECT IN DISCONNECTED FASHION, CLAIMING DIFFICULTY 
ENSURING SCHEDULE OUTSIDE MOSCOW AND LENINGRAD. THIS GIVEN AS 
REASON TBILISI SUBSTITUTED FOR KIEV. CERTAINLY, INFORMATION TO 
EMBASSY ON EXHIBIT SCHEDULE, OPENINGS, ATTENDANCE, ETC., INADE- 
QUATE DESPITE EFFORTS P&C PROJECT OFFICER MAINTAIN CLOSEST 
CONTACT WITH UNION. VISIT LAST WEEK OF P&C COUNSELOR PRECEDED BY 
NOTICE HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH UNION'S LIAISON RESULTED IN AMI- 
ABLE DISCUSSION WITH UNION SENIOR OFFICIALS, REVEALING EITHER 
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MADE SMITHSONIAN WITHOUT AT, I .OWING EMBASSY MAXIMUM OPPORTUNTIY 
PUBLICIZE EXHIBIT S PRESENCE AND PARTICIPATE IN ITS UNDOUBTED 
POPULAR SUCCESS. SHORT SUMMARY OF STORY TO DATE SUGGEST 
PROBABLY COMBINATION OF BOTH, BUT ALSO REWARDS CONTINUING 
PROGRAMMING PROJECTS THIS TYPE. END SUMMARY. 

1. ESTIMATD 25,000 ATTENDED MOSCOW SHOW. REFTEL A DESCRIBES 
JAMES WYETH'S VISIT, FIRST OF TWO BY US ARTISTS IN RETURN FOR 
WHICH TWO SOVIET ARTISTS WOULD VISIT US. (REFTEL B ASKS STATUS 
PROPOSED USSR VISIT BY ROBERT RAUSCHENBERT, AS SECOND US ARTIST IN 
SPACE ART PROGRAM EXCHANGE.) 

2. EXHIBIT SHOWING IN STAR CITY BEGINNING AUGUST 21 COMPLETE 
SURPRISE TO EMBASSY, INFORMATION COMING AFTER OPENING THERE FROM 
NON-UNION MEMBER ARTIST, WHO SAID IT ARRANGED AFTER REQUEST FROM 
"HIGH AIR FORCE GERNERAL.” IN LATER DISCUSSION ON POOR FORM 
OPENING EXHIBIT WITHOUT PRESENCE EMBASSY STAFF, UNION OFFICIALS 
SAID STAR CITY OPENING NOT PUBLIC OCCASION. EMBASSY ASSURED LOCAL 
INTEREST HIGH, THOUGH ATTENDANCE STATISTICS NOT TO BE EXPECTED. 

THERE THEN BEGAN SEVERAL DAYS EFFORT OBTAIN PERMISSION LEONARD 
MARKS PARTY VISIT EXHIBIT, WHICH FINALLY ACCOMPLISHED ON AUGUST 
28 ACCOMPANIED BY P&C COUNSELRO. ONLY ONE EMBOFF INVITED TO 
ATTEND. COUNSELOR TOLD MFA ESCORT OFFICER OF DISPLEASURE AT 
UNION'S HANDLING OF EXHIBIT, AND UNION SUBSEQUENTLY PROMISED TO 
KEEP EMBASSY FULLY INFORMED AS KIEV AND LATER SHOWS PLANNED. 

3. DESPITE ALMOST DAILY CALLS TO UNION THROUGHT SEPTEMBER, NO 
CONFIRMATION KIEV OPENING FORTHCOMING, THOUGH EMBASSY WAS INFORMED 
TO TBILISI'S INTEREST IN SHOWING EXHIBIT. MEANWHILE, UNION WAS 

TOLD THAT REPORT TO SMITHSONIAN NECESSARY ON LENGTH OF EACH SHOW- 
ING, ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE, DESCRIPTION OF EXHIBIT FACILITIES, ETC., 

AND THAT UNUSUAL LENGTH OF TIME BETWEEN SHOWINGS WOULD ALSO BE 
NOTED. 

4. ON OCTOBER 6 UNION NOTIFIED P&C RUSSIAN EMPLOYEE THAT 
TBILISI OPENING SHCEDULED FOR OCTOBER 8. ACCORDINGLY, ON OCTOBER 
7 P&C COUNSELOR VISITED UNION OF ARTISTS FOR DISCUSSION REFERRED 
TO ABOVE. UNION HAD TRIED, HE WAS ASSURED, OPEN SHOW IN KIEV 
DURING ASTRONAUTS' SEPTEMBER VISIT. UNSPECIFIED PROBLEMS WITH 
KIEV SPONSOR FORESTALLED THIS PLAN, UNION SAID, AND THE EXHIBIT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 14851 162148Z 

HAD BEEN SENT TO TBILISI. AFTER SEVERAL EXCHANGES, UNION 
PROMISED DETAILS OF OPENING, PLACE OF SHOWING, ETC. 

5. ON OCTOBER 8 CALL FROM SURPRISED UNION OFFICIAL INFORMED THAT 
EXHIBIT HAD IN FACT OPENED IN TBILISI SEPTEMBER 29* UNION HAD 
HEARD OF EARLY OPENING ONLY BECAUSE OF CALL TO GET INFORMATION FOR 
THE EMBASSY. DEGREE OF GEORGIAN SCLAMPEREI INDICATD BY FACT 

THAT COSMONAUTS AND ASTRONAUTS VISITED MUSEUM ON OCTOBER 3, 
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WITHOUT BEING TOLD EXHIBIT THERE AND COSMONAUT LEONOV, SEVERAL OF 
WHOSE PAINTINGS IN SHOW, WAS SIMPLY FLABBERGASTED. 

6. COMMENT: UNION OF ARTISTS' INABILITY MAINTAIN FIRM HAND ON 
EXHIBIT SCHEDULE OUT OF MOSCOW AND LENINGRAD IS DEMONSTRATED. 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE MIGHT HAVE BEEN BETTER SPONSOR, AS IT CONTROLS 
EXHIBIT FACILITIES THROUGH MORE CENTRALIZED APPARATUS. FURTHER, 
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT OF UNION OF ARTISTS UNDER SOME STRESS IN PAST 
MONTHS, AS UNOFFICIAL ARTISTS' SHOWS HAVE WON LOCAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL CRITICAL ACCLAIM AND HAVE BEEN VISITED BY THOUSANDS, 
ESPECIALLY AMONG THE YOUTH. THE KEEPERS OF ARTISTIC ORTHODOXY 
MAY WONDER HOW TO HANDLE WAT SEEMS TO BE INCREASINGLY LARGER 
ANNUAL UNOFFICIAL ART SHOWS IN THE LARGE CITIES, EXHIBITS OF 
MODERN AMERICAN ART AND VISIT BY AMERICAN ARTISTS. 

7. THE RATHER GRACELESS BEHAVIOR ON OCCASION OF STAR CITY 
OPENING MAY HAVE BEEN DUE TO MILITARY PREFERENCE RESTRICT ACCESS 
TO IT; BUT WE NOTE UNION'S RATHER FUMBLING APPROACH TO JAMES 
WYETH'S VISIT (REFTEL A) DESPITE THEIR APPRECIATION HIS FIGURATIVE 
STYLE. HE WAS SIMPLY TOO ARTICULATE A DEFENDER OF THE INDIVIIDUAL 
ARTISTS'S RESPONSIBILITY TO CHOOSE HIS OWN STYLE OF EXPESSION. 

DURING OCTOBER 7 MEETING AT UNION, BOARD MEMBER ASKED FOR EARLY 
DECISION ON TIMEING RAUSCHENBERG VISIT, WHILE OTHER MEMBER (IN 
ANOTHER CONTEXT) INVEIGHED AGAINST "OP, POP AND EXTREME TRENDS" 

IN ART. EMBASSY REITERATES REQUEST EARLIEST POSSIBLE DECISION ON 
TIMEING RAUSCHENBERG VISIT EXPECTING IT WILL CALL FOR DELICACY 
OUR AND HIS PART, WITH EXPECTATION CONSIDERABLE EFFECT. 

8. DESPITE FRUSTRATINS MERELY SKETCHED ABOVE, EMBASSY BELIEVE 
SPACE ART EXHIBIT TO BE HUGE PUBLIC SUCCESS. PAUSES BETWEEN 
SHOWS HAVE NOT BEEN EXCESSIVE, AFTER ALL. LENINGRAD SHOWING 
WILL NO DOUBT BRING EXHIBIT'S TOUR TO FINE CONCLUSION. 
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9. IN CURENT STAGE SOVIET CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE, 

EXHIBITS OF MODERN AMERICAN ART AND VISIT BY ARTISTS PAINTING IN 
MODERN STYLES AND ABLE DESRIBE CONTEMPARARY ART SCENE AMONG 
MOST EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS EMBASSY CAN SPONSOR. 

STOSSEL 
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